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easy, and pleasant ? is not your eldest son a baronet, and has 1400/. a year? is not your second son very well provided for ? have not your daughters 5000Z. apiece fortune left them ? and are not you left so rich, you know not what to do with it all ?
Sist. I do not speak of ruin as you understand it, brother; I think a family without religion is a family ruined, and that in the worst sense that ruin can be understood in; if I were to marry again, I would not marry the best duke in the nation, that would not endeavour to carry me to heaven, and to go there himself: the command of the Scripture is plain in it. Be not unequally yoked, 2 Cor. vi. 14; how shall a husband that professes no religion dwell with a wife according to knowledge f I Pet. iii. 7 ; and what is the reason the apostle gives for this Christian rule in marrying, but this, That your prayers be not hindered ?
Bro. Why, sir James did not hinder your prayers, sister.
Sist. Did he not ? sir James is in his grave, and 'tis not my part to say what he did ; but 'tis the mutual prayers of husband and wife together that's meant in that Scripture: do you think sir James prayed with his wife ?
Bro. No, I believe he did not, indeed, nor with anybody else.
Sist. And do you think that's the life of a Christian, or the manner of a Christian family, brother ? You and I were not bred up so, and yet our father was a gentleman, and wanted neither family nor fortune equal to any of them. Sir James is in his grave, and I have no more to say of that; but if I were as young as I was when I married him, and were to choose again, I would not marry the best nobleman in the nation, if he was not a religious man ; all enjoyments in the world are nothing without it, unless